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Introduction: A case of unusual presentation of alveolar equinococcosis in a 
female 11-year-old Lowland Gorilla (Gorilla g. gorilla) is described. 
Material and methods: The necropsy and the histopathological study of a 
gorilla with recurrent phases of apathy, loss of weight and progressive 
abdominal enlargement were performed.  
Results: At necropsy, the abdominal cavity contained abundant ascitic fluid. 
The liver had multiple, white and firm nodules, some of them with central 
cavities filled with purulent material (0,5-20 cm in diameter) that replaced 
about 70% of the parenchyma.  Histologically, nodules consisted of central 
necrosis infiltrated by macrophages, lymphocytes, multinucleated giant 
cells and in a less number by eosinophlis and neutrophils and surrounded by 
fibrous connective tissue. The necrotic areas contained remnants of a 
laminated membrane, calcareous corpuscles and in the periphery, alveolar 
cysts with rests of the germinal epithelium. A few hidatid cysts with 
scolices were also observed, and the remaining liver parenchyma presented 
atrophy and fibrosis.
Conclusions: These pathological findings are related to hydatid cyst typical 
of Echinococcus multilocularis but a diferencial diagnosis must be done 
with other parasitic infections such as E. granulosus, E. vogeli and 
Cysticercus spp, abscesses and tumors. An intense and unusual 
inflammatory response against the parasite could result in this atypical 
presentation of a fatal granulomatous and necrotizing hepatitis
